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Sandby, Dec 30 2008

Meeting between Democrazia Federale and Mr Jiri Polak



The meeting was called for the purpose of organizing steps and events required for starting the project of a European Confederation of DD Movements.

The following issues have been discussed :

1 – DD Movements

All European Movements approving our DD Charter as published in our Blog are entitled to take part into the Confederation.

The above is the only necessary condition to enter the Confederation, while the practical steps of organization and methods to reach the common objective can be different from one country to another.

It is self understood that regular meetings among the several national Movements will serve the purpose of reaching the best results through a process of trial and error and of providing comparison aming he several methods and relative results.

2 – Newsletter

The Newsletter published in Prag by Jiri Polak is a precious resource for our projects.

It has been agreed that, starting with the next March issue, the following changes will be implemented

The Newsletter will be organized into a European section, serving as official journal for the Confederation, and an International section reporting news from DD movements around the world outside Europe.

The newsletter will be translated into the main European languages to reach a satisfactory diffusion over the whole territory of the Union.
It will be supplied to the several national movements under an electronic form, ready to be printed and mailed.

It is to be noted that every national movement is interested in, and has the moral obligation of, contributing to the cost of publishing the newsletter.

This can be done with donations or subscriptions to the bank account indicated into the same newsletter.

It is self understood that any Movement from any other country will be welcome and have the same possibility.

3 – Common logo

Apart from an official name for the European Confederation we need a common logo.

It has been agreed that the best choice is to have a logo similar to the DF one, with no national colours and the letters DD in gold.

The reason for that is that DD are the initials of Direct Democracy in all ( almost all…sorry George ! ) European languages, and therefore they are highly significant.

Democrazia Federale will take care of preparing the hew logo for approval, and send it to Jiri for announcement in the next issue of our Newsletter.

4 – Conference in Prag

The date has been restricted to the choice between March 14 and March 21.

The main purpose of the Conference shall be the founding of the European DD Confederation, organized by the national Movements taking part.

Other Movements from countries outside Europe, or individuals not representing a Movement are invited to attend as observers.
Therefore the following steps shall be taken

4.1

Discussion, updating and approval of the Charter.

The Charter shall then be signed and included in the Statutes of all Movements.

4.2

Approval of the European Logo, to be used in all European elections by all associated Movements

4.3

In every European country one only movement, the first one to be associated to the Confederation and called the Founding Movement, shall be the counterpart of the European Confederation for all communications and organization steps.

All other Movements in a country where a Founding movement exists already and associating at a later date shall follow the directions given by the Founding Movement.

4.4 

Definition of the governance of the European Confederation, and empowerment.

It is suggested that each Founding Movement delegates one representative to form the governance of the Confederation.

It is suggested that this is called European Federal Council. 

4.5

Definition and approval of a Statute for the European Confederation, to be kept as short and simple as possible.

It is mandatory that the Statute and the rules of governance be written in such a way that intrusion from disturbing individuals or movements are impossible or ineffective.

4.6

Official registration of the European confederation with Statute and logo, by a notary public, is necessary.

All organization details to be agreed via e-mail between Polak, Tonini, Kokkas

NOTE

THE TEXT IN ITALICS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EURODEMOCRAT AND THE ITALIAN BLOGS.

 Draft of a Charter
In most European countries, there are organisations and/or movements trying to democratize their political systems by introducing elements of Direct Democracy. To increase their efficiency, it is desirable to establish a coalition forming a common European movement, aiming at regular contacts by means of a blog, discussing common goals and strategy, and supporting one another´s efforts. This step is necessary for taking part in future European elections. For this purpose, the following definitions should be agreed upon:
1. Direct Democracy
2. People´s Interest and People´s Will
3. Relationship between People Power and Executive Power
4. Rules of the Charter
Direct Democracy
This term should be applied not only to the Citizen Initiative and Referendum, but also to various types of Public Deliberation (Planning Cells and Citizen Juries), the promotion of Citizens´ Constitutions, proposals of alternative political systems, and methods of electronic voing.
People´s Interest and People´s Will
The People´s Will, coming from the People´s Interest, is the line defined by the majority of the citizens; it can be looked on as the National Interest, if we consider the Nation as the assembly of citizens, looking at the relationship both ways: the Citizens form the Nation, and the Nation cares for the Citizens.
All too often in the past, the National Interest, as defined above, has been bent in favour of other interests: individuals and lobbies have had their own interests prevail over the Citizens´ Will.
Relationship between People Power and Executive Power
The People Power (legislation) is superior to the Executive Power. Decisions made by elected representatives on all levels can be abolished or altered by methods of Direct Democracy, incorporated in the system. The Executive Power must be non-partisan; it should only implement decisions made by the Legislative Power
Rules of the Charter
To become member of the proposed Coalition, the organisation or movement in question must formally declare that it accepts the principles expressed in the Charter.
The basic principle is the following:
In a Democracy, the Constitution on which the political system is based, must be agreed upon and adopted by the majority of citizens in a national referendum without any interference on the part of political parties. As long as this has not happened, the respective Constitution cannot be considered as democratic and legitimate. It must be considered as provisional only and susceptible of amendments made directly by the Citizens.
(Comment: the wording "the citizens have to learn thinking as a Nation, not as individuals" looks like a nationalistic propaganda, now discredited. It is a fact that each individual pursues what he/she considers as his/her individual interest. The important point is to make them understand that their individual interests coincide with the interests of the Nation, i.e. Society as a whole, rather than with the interests of a category or group upon which party politics is based.)
