WDDM Structure
Mission Statement:
WDDM provides a Hub of information and links so the people can develop methods to govern themselves. 

As a World organization, WDDM encourages membership of all people on this earth. 

WDDM supports Liberty for all people and the practice of Liberty in all governments. 

WDDM Supports Equality which is practiced to encourage peaceful interaction of all World habitants. 

WDDM Supports the Environment encouraging respect and sustainable practices reducing pollution, increasing earth physical health toward clean healthy water, soil, and air.

Goal

Our goal is to develop a multilingual Globe-covering network of DD web sites linked to this site.

Proposed Rules:

http://www.world-wide-democracy.net/Wiki/ProposedRulesSummary
Membership (this bears further discussion)

There shall be two categories of members: Ordinary Members and Associate Members. 

1. Only the Ordinary Members shall have the powers to amend the Current Operating Rules or the Constitution of the WDDM. Ordinary members are expected to participate in at least (60%?) of WDDM business.

2. All motions, resolutions or decisions made by the Ordinary Members only shall have primacy over those made by Associate Members or by Associate and Ordinary members.

(Should WIKI sites be limited to Ordinary members? Should Associate members be only “WDDM email list members”?)

3. Associate members would not be expected to actively participate in WDDM business. 

Becoming an Associate Member

1. Applicant must apply for Associate Membership, describe why they want to join WDDM in the application. 


2. Applicant demonstrates active participation in activities which support the Mission Statement of WDDM. The applicant provides papers, websites, and other evidence of their view and active support of the WDDM Mission Statement.
I would change the following:
Accepting new members:
1. A new membership application is sent to all the current Ordinary Members for review. 

2. An applicant will be immediately accepted if not more than 20% of the current members will have any objections to her/his membership. 

3. An applicant will be immediately rejected if 80% or more of the current members are against her/his membership 
(I think we should still be able not to accept for example somebody who is clearly hostile to DD) 

4. An applicant shall become the Associate Member in all other cases (if not accepted under 2, or refected under 3). 

5. After six months of membership, an Associate Member can apply for a review of his application to become an Ordinary Member.

This bothers me re equality. A “known” person may be admitted, but an “unknown” rejected. 

I would like to have all applicants accepted as Associate Members. They could than petition to become Ordinary Members. 

1. A application for Ordinary Membership is sent to all the current Ordinary Members for review. 

2. An applicant will be immediately accepted if not more than 20% of the current members will have any objections to her/his Ordinary Membership. 

An applicant will be immediately rejected if 80% or more of the current members are against her/his membership 


Becoming an ordinary member would require acceptance of an agreement to be active and participate in a given percent (60%?) of WDDM business. Failure to do so could result in the Ordinary membership being suspended or withdrawn. The individual would than become an Associate. 

Individuals could be suspended from Associate membership if Ordinary members processed the complaints with “due process” following the decision making rules.

WDDM Consensus 

Indicatives will be placed on the WDDM WIKI FORUM [www.world-wide-democracy.net] for discussion. 

Indicatives will be posted for 30 days for comments and may be edited during this time. 

After 30 days, if no negative comments are received or if the majority appear to agree the initiative will be considered accepted. 

  -------------------------------------------------------------------

Proposal Submission and Processing: 
A proposal/problem must be presented by a minimum of 2 members and sent to a Research Writer who then posts the proposal on the Wiki and starts a discussion forum. Each member is notified when a new forum is begun though the email list. Any (Ordinary or Associate WDDM members can submit proposals, but only Ordinary Members can vote on them. 

The general public can watch and participate in the discussion. During this discussion period, members can give their opinions and facts to be included in the possible options. The findings are compiled and presented by the Research Writer in the form of a Research Report, a summary of the actions and/or inaction to be voted upon by Ordinary Members. 

In general a 2 week period will be allotted to the proposal processing, and could be broken down as follows: 

* 6 days for the forum to discuss all matters pertaining to the problem/suggestion; 
* 2 days for the Research Writer to compile and have ready the Research Report ; 
* 6 days to vote on the Research Report conclusions. 


(Except for the vote period, the first two periods should be made flexible, and extended as necessary, according to the importance of the proposal, and the time commitments of the Research Writer. Generally the discussion period should end only when there are no more contribution/amendments.)

Ethics
Any postings/comments on the WDDM Wiki have to be related to the improvement of democracy, and/or its expansion towards greater participation of all citizens and eventual achievement of Direct Democracy (DD). Anything else would be considered a misuse of this site and removed. In particular, anything discussing the inferiority or superiority of an ethnic or other group, or spreading misunderstanding among peoples is considered detrimental to the goal of improving democracy. (Various ideas, proposals, actions, etc. should be judged strictly on their merits, not on the origin of their originators or protagonists. Not even implicitly should ethnicity play any role in the discussions of democracy.) 


1. All personal attacks on the publicly visible WDDM pages are banned. 
2. Personal disputes (attacks) in the Mailing List and on Internal pages shall be minimized. 

3. WDDM adopts Wikipedia's No Personal Attacks policy. It starts with: 
- Do not make personal attacks anywhere in Wikipedia (WDDM). Comment on content, not on the contributor. Personal attacks damage the community and deter users. Nobody likes abuse. 
- Different contributors may not agree on an article. This may reflect fundamental differences in real life. Members of opposing communities reasonably wish to express their views. The synthesis of these views into a single article creates a better, NPOV article for everyone. In order to create this synthesis of views it helps if we accept that we are all part of the same community as we are all Wikipedians. 
- Be civil  
- Work towards consensus  - interestingly enough, they also arrived at the need of the 70% to 80% consensus level rule!

The No personal attacks page is here [en.wikipedia.org] 

